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About the Author 
Grace Lin, a NY Times bestselling author/illustrator, won 

the Newbery Honor for “Where the Mountain Meets the 

Moon” and the Theodor Geisel Honor for “Ling and 

Ting.” Her most recent novel “When the Sea Turned to 

Silver” was a National Book Award Finalist. Grace is also 

a commentator for New England Public Radio, a reviewer 

for the NY Times, a video essayist for PBS NewsHour, and the speaker of the 

popular TEDx talk, “The Windows and MIrrors of Your Child’s Bookshelf.” In 

2016, Grace’s art was displayed at the White House where Grace, herself, was 

recognized by President Obama’s office as a Champion of Change for Asian 

American and Pacific Islander Art and Storytelling. 

 

                Grace Lin picture - credit - Alan Bradley 

                  Grace Lin bio  - credit - Grace Lin 

 

This visit has been made possible by the Somerville Home and 

School Association! 

 

 

About the Books 
 

THE UGLY VEGETABLES 

The neighbors' gardens look so much prettier and so much more inviting to the 
young gardener than the garden of "black-purple-green vines, fuzzy wrinkled 
leaves, prickly stems, and a few little yellow flowers" that she and her mother 
grow. Nevertheless, mother assures her that "these are better than flowers." Come 
harvest time, everyone agrees as those ugly Chinese vegetables become the 
tastiest, most aromatic soup they have ever known. As the neighborhood comes 
together to share flowers and ugly vegetable soup, the young gardener learns that 
regardless of appearances, everything has its own beauty and purpose. 

 
DIM SUM FOR EVERYONE 

In English, dim sum means “little hearts,” or “touches the heart,” but to this young 

girl, dim sum means delicious. On a visit to a bustling dim sum restaurant, a family 

picks their favorite little dishes from the steaming trolleys filled with dumplings, 

cakes, buns, and tarts. And as is traditional and fun, they share their food with 

each other so that everyone gets a bite of everything. 

 

FORTUNE COOKIE FORTUNES 

Crack, crack, crack! The cookies snap open and the family’s fortunes are 

revealed. Mei Mei wants to know how hers will come true. Jie Jie scoffs—they 

never come true. But Pacy isn’t so sure. As she waits and watches, she notices 

magical things happening in her family. Could the fortunes really be right? And 

what about Pacy’s fortune: “You will see the world in a new way”? Well, yes, it’s 

true! Pacy has been seeing the world through fortune cookies! 

BRINGING IN THE NEW YEAR 

In a brightly colored board book, perfect  for the youngest child, Newbery Honoree 

Grace Lin tells the tale of a Chinese American family as they prepare for the Lunar 

New Year. Each family member lends a hand as they sweep out the dust of the old 

year, hang decorations, and make dumplings. Then it's time to celebrate. There will 

be fireworks and lion dancers, shining lanterns, and a great, long dragon parade at 

the end! 

 

LING & TING SHARE A BIRTHDAY 
Ling & Ting are twins. They share a birthday. They bake cakes, and they make 

birthday wishes. They tell stories and wrap gifts. They also share a birthday secret! 

Have fun with Ling and Ting! They stick together and look alike. But they are not 

exactly the same. 

 

 

LING & TING TWICE AS SILLY           

The beloved twins from the Geisel Honor early reader series are back to share their 

favorite funny stories with beginning readers, now in paperback. This collection of 

six laugh-out-loud stories is sure to tickle the funny bone of fans and new readers 

alike. Kirkus writes about the series, "These twins make learning to read double the 

fun." 

 

WHEN THE SEA TURNED TO SILVER 

Pinmei's gentle, loving grandmother always has the most exciting tales for her 
granddaughter and the other villagers. However, the peace is shattered one night 
when soldiers of the Emperor arrive and kidnap the storyteller. 
Everyone knows that the Emperor wants something called the Luminous Stone 
That Lights the Night. Determined to have her grandmother returned, Pinmei 
embarks on a journey to find the Luminous Stone alongside her friend Yishan, a 
mysterious boy who seems to have his own secrets to hide. Together, the two must 
face obstacles usually found only in legends to find the Luminous Stone and save 
Pinmei's grandmother—before it's too late. 
 
 

STARRY RIVER OF THE SKY 
The moon is missing from the remote Village of Clear Sky, but only a young boy 

named Rendi seems to notice! Rendi has run away from home and is now working 

as a chore boy at the village inn. He can't help but notice the village's peculiar 

inhabitants and their problems. 

But one day, a mysterious lady arrives at the Inn with the gift of storytelling, and 

slowly transforms the villagers and Rendi himself. As she tells more stories and the 

days pass in the Village of Clear Sky, Rendi begins to realize that perhaps it is his 

own story that holds the answers to all those questions. 

        

DUMPLING DAYS 

Pacy is back! The beloved heroine of The Year of the Dog and The Year of the 

Rat has returned in a brand new story. This summer, Pacy's family is going to 

Taiwan for an entire month to visit family and prepare for their grandmother's 60th 

birthday celebration. Pacy's parents have signed her up for a Chinese painting 

class, and at first she's excited. This is a new way to explore her art talent! But 

everything about the trip is harder than she thought it would be—she looks like 

everyone else but can't speak the language, she has trouble following the art 

teacher's instructions, and it's difficult to make friends in her class. At least the 

dumplings are delicious... 

As the month passes by, Pacy eats chicken feet (by accident!), gets blessed by a 

fortune teller, searches for her true identity, and grows closer to those who matter 

most. 

                 

WHERE THE MOUNTAIN MEETS THE MOON 

In the valley of Fruitless mountain, a young girl named Minli lives in a ramshackle 

hut with her parents. In the evenings, her father regales her with old folktales of the 

Jade Dragon and the Old Man on the Moon, who knows the answers to all of life's 

questions. Inspired by these stories, Minli sets off on an extraordinary journey to 

find the Old Man on the Moon to ask him how she can change her family's fortune. 

She encounters an assorted cast of characters and magical creatures along the 

way, including a dragon who accompanies her on her quest for the ultimate answer.  

 

YEAR OF THE RAT 

In this sequel to Year of the Dog, Pacy has another big year in store for her. The 

Year of the Dog was a very lucky year: she met her best friend Melody and 

discovered her true talents. However, the Year of the Rat brings big changes: Pacy 

must deal with Melody moving to California, find the courage to forge on with her 

dream of becoming a writer and illustrator, and learn to face some of her own flaws. 

Pacy encounters prejudice, struggles with acceptance, and must find the beauty in 

change. 

 

  

 



Grace Lin Order Form  

Due February 1, 2018                 
 

    TITLE PRICE QTY COST Autograph 

   only 

   (X) 

Autograph & Personalize 
(Print Student’s First Name) 

The Ugly Vegetables 
(Paperback, Grades K-2) 

  

 $8 

    

Dim Sum For Everyone 

 (Paperback, Grades K-3) 

  

 $8 

    

Fortune Cookie Fortunes  
         (Paperback,Grades K-3) 

    
  $8 

    

Bringing in the New Year 
(Paperback, Grades K-2) 

 

  $8 
    

Ling & Ting Share a Birthday 
 (Paperback, Grades K-3) 

 

 $5 

 

    

Ling & Ting Twice as Silly 
(Paperback, Grades K-3) 

  

 $5 

    

When the Sea Turned to Silver 
(Paperback, Grades 3-5) 

 

 $10 

    

Starry River of the Sky 
(Paperback, Grades 3- 5) 

 

 $11 

    

Dumpling Days 
(Paperback, Grades 3-5) 

 

 $8 

    

Where the Mountain Meets the 

Moon 
(Paperback, Grades 3-5) 

 

 $11 

    

Year of the Rat 
(Paperback, Grades 3-5) 

 

 $7 

    

 

Please make checks payable to the Somerville HSA. 

Please return forms/checks to your child’s teacher by Thursday,February 1, 2018. 

Any questions, please contact Ms. Drennan at edrennan@ridgewood.k12.nj.us  

Student:  _________________________________  Phone:  ___________________  

Teacher:  _________________________________  Grade:  ___________________ 

 


